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Overview
Catherine Meulemans helps her clients resolve commercial and business disputes. She has particular experience
assisting nancial institution clients faced with a variety of lawsuits, including contractual disputes; various claims
related to lender liability, duciary duty, and fraud; and litigation involving nancial instruments.
In addition to her banking practice, Catherine also works with various other corporate entities – franchises, public
utilities, real estate companies, insurance companies, municipalities and governmental agencies, start-ups, Fortune
500 corporations, and more – to investigate and resolve multi-party commercial, contract and tort disputes,
employment claims, partnership disputes, unfair competition and trade secret claims, and a broad range of real
property claims, including foreclosure, receivership, quiet title, and mortgage fraud actions. She has litigated, tried
and settled disputes in both state and federal courts.
A skilled courtroom advocate, Catherine understands the nancial and strategic costs that lawsuits can in ict on all
parties involved in a dispute. That’s why she helps her clients avoid litigation, when possible, by investigating
potential claims before they become lawsuits, by providing training seminars as a preventive measure to avoid
lawsuits, and by recommending early settlement of claims when that is in her clients’ best interest.
Catherine has been a mediator in the San Francisco Bar Association’s Early Settlement Program, where she helped
people settle disputes outside of the courtroom. She is a member of the California Real Estate Women (CREW).

Memberships
San Francisco Bar Association
Mediator, San Francisco Bar Association, Early Settlement Program
California Real Estate Women (CREW)

Education / Admissions
Education:
J.D., Georgetown University Law Center, 1990
B.S., magna cum laude, Southern Oregon University, 1985
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 1984-85
Bar Admissions:
State Bar of California

Accolades
Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent® Rated Lawyer

Matters
Her client representations include:
Helping a major international banking client succeed at both trial and appeal in a lawsuit that ultimately allowed a
bad faith waste “exception” to California’s anti-de ciency statutes, establishing new case law that was widely
praised and embraced by the California banking community. See Nippon Credit Bank, Ltd. v. 1333 North California
Boulevard et al. (2001) 86 Cal.App.4th 486.
Conducting a high pro le investigation in Las Vegas, involving numerous City departmental heads, the Mayor and
the City Council members, on behalf of the Of ce of the Nevada Attorney General relating to the Las Vegas City
Council’s decision to allow a developer with close ties to the Mayor to build residential housing on land adjacent
to a sewage treatment facility. The highly public investigation culminated in the release of a comprehensive 165
page report that was widely praised in the Las Vegas press.
Defending a publicly traded international gaming manufacturer in a federal employment litigation matter brought
by a former associate general counsel turned whistle-blower who alleged that he was wrongfully terminated after
revealing an alleged Sarbanes-Oxley violation.
Managing the litigation portfolio for a $4 billion privately held international real estate brokerage franchise,
including real estate and franchise disputes and vicarious liability actions brought before various courts within
California. Worked with client to develop effective strategies for case resolution that enabled client to settle 100%
of litigation in advance of trial.

Other Publications

Publications:
Published Opinion, Nippon Credit Bank, Ltd. v. 1333 North California Boulevard et al. (2001) 86 Cal.App.4th 486.
Represented major international nancial institution seeking damages against large commercial developer for bad
faith waste; established exception to anti-de ciency statutes for bad faith waste for failure to pay property taxes.
Published Opinion, Robinson, Leatham & Nelson, Inc. v. John M. Nelson. IV, 109 F.3d 1388 (9th Cir. 1997).
Successfully defended shareholder in action involving claims made by corporation for breach of duciary duty
relating to complex tax restructurings of real estate limited partnerships; directed verdict in favor of client was
upheld.
Press & Media:
“The End of Malicious Interest Rate Negotiations? Mortgage Banking (Sept. 1998)
“Recent Trends and Developments in Nevada and California Construction and Insurance Law” (June 2004)
“Legal Analysis and Opinion Related to Inquiry into Matters Concerning the Leasing, Development and Sale of
Wastewater ‘Buffer Land’ Property Known as Royal Links Golf Course,” prepared for Nevada Attorney General and
published online (Sept. 2006)

